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Abstract  
 
 
 

UAL’s response to the COVID crisis demonstrated a capacity to quickly 
move to online. This largely mirrored face-to-face teaching by focusing 
on synchronous online delivery. In response UAL developed a toolkit to 
help course teams adopt a more 'inclusive blended learning' approach, 
underpinned by an asynchronous online 'core' accessible to students 
regardless of location, time zone, device, and quality of internet 
connection. This workshop offers an opportunity to explore UAL’s 
inclusive blended learning design toolkit, which puts inclusivity at the 
heart of learning design. participants will:   
• Learn about and discuss the principles underpinning inclusive blended 
learning design   
• participate in a learning design activity, using the toolkit as a guide   
• share and reflect on the results of the activity.   
Recommended pre-workshop activity:   
• watch this short 5-minute video 'inclusive blended learning design - a 
brief introduction' (http://bit.ly/ILBDintro)   
• download UAL’s ‘inclusive blended learning design’ tool kit 
(http://bit.ly/IBLDtoolkit), look at the selection of example designs and 
consider how you might use or adapt them to your own context   
• Make a note of your thoughts. Bring them along to the workshop or 
post them in advance here: 
https://artslondon.padlet.org/dgash2/inclusive. These will inform the 
discussion at the beginning of the workshop" 
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Session Description 
 
 

UAL’s response to the COVID crisis demonstrated a capacity to quickly 
move to online teaching. This largely mirrored face-to-face teaching by 
focusing on synchronous online delivery, resulting in challenges for 
some students in terms of inclusivity. As Bali and Meier (2014) 
document in their article “An Affinity for Asynchronous Learning’ 
(https://hybridpedagogy.org/affinity-asynchronous-learning/), 
synchronous online learning is inherently biased against certain time 
zones, families, busy people and so on. In response, the Digital Learning 
team in collaboration with colleagues from across the UAL colleges 
developed a simple toolkit to support course teams win making the 
transition to a more inclusive blended learning approach, underpinned 
by an asynchronous online 'core' accessible to students regardless of 
location, time zone, device, and quality of internet connection. As well 
as offering flexibility in how students access course materials, engage 
with teaching and demonstrate their learning, a key component of 
inclusive blended learning design is continuous formative assessment, 
which is fundamental to student learning and particularly beneficial for 
students with low levels of achievement (Sabri & Warner, 2019). To this 
end the digital tools, spaces and platforms that support inclusive 
blended learning design are the means by which the results and 
feedback from student activities are captured and shared for review.  
  
This workshop offers participants an opportunity to engage with UAL’s 
inclusive blended learning design toolkit, which puts inclusivity at the 
heart of learning design. In this workshop you’ll:   
• Watch a five-minute video introduction to inclusive blended learning 
design (optional, for those unable to watch in advance - those of you 
who have watched it; congratulations, you've earned an extra tea 
break!)  
• Discuss the principles underpinning inclusive blended learning design 
and how they might apply to your own practice   
• In groups, using the toolkit as a guide, participate in a learning design 
activity to create an outline design in response to a given brief  
• share and reflect on the results of the activity.   
  
Recommended pre-workshop orientation activity: if possible, 
participants are encouraged to acquaint themselves with the toolkit in 
advance of the learning design activity by doing the following:  
• watch this short 5-minute video 'inclusive blended learning design - a 
brief introduction' (https://bit.ly/IBLDintro)   
• download UAL’s ‘inclusive blended learning design’ tool kit 
(https://bit.ly/IBLDtoolkit), look at the selection of example designs and 
consider how you might use or adapt either of them to your own 
context   
• Make a note of your thoughts and any questions you have related to 
inclusive blended learning design and the toolkit. Bring them along to 
the workshop or post them in advance here: 
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https://artslondon.padlet.org/dgash2/inclusive . Your feedback will 
inform the discussion at the beginning of the workshop  
" 
 


